





Quality Plant Material
Annuals, perennials

trees and shrubs all

available in a multitude

of sizes. Many specimen
quality and size.

Stone for walls, patio, chimney
or ponds all fully stocked in
many colors and textures. Many
name brands available on site.
Delivery available to job sites.

Supplies for all landscape
projects including lawns,
ponds, lighting and drainage.
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The Asian Longhorned Beetle in Worcester — The Facts

By Robert D. Childs and H. Dennis Ryan

The Asian Longhorned Beetle (ALB) was discovered for the first
time in New England in August of 2008 in Worcester, Massachu-
setts. This extremely serious destroyer of landscape and forest trees
may have been in Worcester longer than any other known find to
date in North America. The only known method for curtailing its
spread is an all-out effort of eradication, which entails the removal
and destruction of infested trees coupled with a strong educational
effort to make everyone keenly aware of this insect and to report
new finds early. Otherwise, the establishment of ALB beyond the
current regulated area in Worcester will spell disaster for the New
England hardwood forest and landscape. Within the past 2 months,
a small but vocal opposition has been aimed at the ALB work being
performed in Worcester by the USDA and state and local agencies.
Much emotion has been brought to the table along with a misrepre-
sentation of the facts. In the following letter, we wish to address
some of these issues now.

From its first discovery in New York City in 1996, the ALB has
been widely studied both here in North America and in its native
land of China. Asian Longhorned Beetle’s potential to completely
alter the native ecology of forests in North America and other conti-
nents where it is not native is disturbing to say the least. This is why
many countries have had this pest high on their list of unwanted
insect invaders for many years.

Asian Longhorned Beetle fits the classic pattern of a new invasive
pest that can survive our climate, has more than enough to eat, and
has no controlling factors on it from nature, thus allowing it to
thrive and spread. Also, our creation of monocultures with tree
plantings creates another significant problem. We did not learn the
lesson from Chestnut Blight. Our native American Chestnut was
quite susceptible to the attack of this fungus and this tree species,
which was once an extremely important forest, timber, and shade
tree, virtually disappeared. Main Street America was then replanted
to the American Elm tree and in the 1930s another exotic and acci-
dentally introduced pathogen, Dutch Elm Disease, began taking
those from us as well. In 1953, northern Worcester experienced a
tornado, which destroyed thousands of trees. A very large replanting
effort was undertaken but diversity of tree species was ignored and
that region of the city now has a preponderance of maples. In fact,
approximately 80% of the street trees there are some species of
maple. The preferred hardwood trees for the Asian Longhorned
Beetle to colonize first are maples. By planting all of those trees
more than fifty years ago, the city of Worcester inadvertently set
out the perfect Asian Longhorned Beetle bait. This over-use of one
particular tree genus, such as maples, is extremely common; once
the elms disappeared, many municipalities throughout the Northeast
replanted with Norway maple trees.

In our jobs here at the University of Massachusetts in Amherst, we
have both interacted with the USDA, APHIS (Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service), US Forest Service, Massachusetts
Department of Conservation and Recreation (MDCR:Forest
Health), and Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources
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Asian Longhorned Beetle
Train-the-Trainer Sessions

The Asian Longhorned Beetle (ALB) Outreach and Survey Project
is looking for volunteers to receive training about ALB and other
forest pests. Register now for an Asian Longhorned Beetle "Train
the Trainer" session and get the tools you need to teach others about
the Asian Longhorned Beetle and protect your neighborhood from
this invasive pest!

These sessions, organized by the Massachusetts Department of
Agricultural Resources, are geared towards nursery and landscape
professionals, environmental group leaders, master gardeners, and
anyone else who is willing to commit to passing on this valuable
information to the rest of the community. Come to a train-the-
trainer session and leave with:

 The ability to recognize ALB and tree damage caused by ALB

* Tips to distinguish ALB from similar species and to recognize
when tree damage is not caused by ALB

 Copies of various outreach materials and other ALB gear to
distribute to the people you will be training

» Access to beetle specimens and damaged wood for your own
training sessions

 The latest information on the infestation in Worcester

Boston sessions:
July 28th, 8:30 AM — 10:30 AM (http.//bit.ly/albBostonl)
August 11th, 6 PM — 8 pM (http.//bit.ly/albBoston2)

Springfield sessions:
July 30th, 8:30 AM — 10:30 AM (http.//bit.ly/albSpringl)
August 13th, 6 M — 8 pM (http://bit.ly/albSpring2)

Breakfast or dinner (pizza!) will be provided.

Sign up via the links provided, or email
Jjennifer.forman-orth@state.ma.us or call 617-626-1735.

(MDAR) for more than twenty-five years now. For all of us who
work to preserve and protect trees, this pest brings much sadness
and has forced us to look at the bigger picture in order to save as
many trees as possible. Should ALB become established over a
larger region of the Northeast, it will forever change the forest
ecology and the landscape, thus having a multi-billion dollar impact
on forest value (timber, fuel, recreation, bio-diversity, maple syrup
production, hunting, fishing, hiking, camping, etc.), as well as
affecting property values and appearances. As more and more trees
begin dying from this pest they become hazard trees by threatening
to break power lines and cause extensive property damage and
perhaps injury to people. The cost to remove these trees now is
substantially lower than it will be once these trees are dead and
breaking apart. Tree removal now also reduces the reservoir of

continues on page 12



MASSACHUSETTS ASSOCIATION OF LANDSCAPE PROFESSIONALS

J INSURANCE PROGRAM
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Purchasing Insurance for your landscape GallN U
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Asian Longhorned Beetle — The Facts

continued from page 10

this pest for the upcoming growing season when new adult beetles
will emerge and seek new trees to attack.

The USDA APHIS and numerous university scientists have studied
this pest long enough to know very well what options are available
to combat this scourge now. The USDA has a very clear and fo-
cused strategy for Asian Longhorned Beetle and has implemented it
well: Detection of the pest, delimit its range and create a regulated
area through survey work, strive to eradicate the infestation,
educate the public about the importance of identifying this pest
early, continue research efforts and replant with non-susceptible
species of trees while utilizing diversity in the choices of trees
replanted. Years of USDA research have shown that survey work
from the ground is only about 35% effective at finding ALB in

a tree and tree climbers about 65% effective. The ice storm in
December proved this to be true by revealing previously unseen
ALB activity hidden within branches when those branches were
snapped from the tree. This is why the USDA knows that it is
prudent to remove infested trees as well as neighboring trees that
are susceptible to attack but may not display signs of infestation.
Lastly, the only accepted insecticide treatment for ALB works just
as a prevention and is not curative, which means that it can only
protect trees that do not already have ALB from being attacked.

If ALB is already within a tree, the insecticide will not kill them.

Delimiting ALB in the current Regulated Area of Worcester now,
through intensive survey work and by educating as many people as
possible about its importance and how to report it, will go a long
way to eradicate this menace from that area. The rest of the towns
in Massachusetts, as well as all of the other New England states,
will forever thank the citizens of Worcester for what they have done
to preserve the majority of hardwood trees and the very special
native forests that give New England so much of its unique charm
and appeal. The areas of Worcester that have to suffer the most
from losing their trees can then go on to choose new trees wisely
and to create a diverse planting that future generations can enjoy
and appreciate. There is an old saying from the Greeks that, in part,
states ‘When people plant trees under which they may never sit,
then you know that civilization has truly come to that land’. Perhaps
this can be an adopted philosophy for those affected the most by
this loss of trees; to give a thoughtful gift to future generations by
their insightful tree selections and replanting designs now. Let’s all
work together in a logical fashion to create a new and sustainable
landscape for those hard-hit areas of Worcester. -&#

Robert D. Childs is an Extension entomologist at the University of Massachu-
setts in Amherst and has lectured extensively throughout the Northeast about
Asian Longhorned Beetle for the past 12 years. He also interacts frequently
with many state and federal agencies that are directly involved in Asian Long-
horned Beetle work.

Professor H. Dennis Ryan is the Director of the Urban Forestry program at the
University of Massachusetts in Amherst. He is recognized internationally for
his research and involvement with the preservation of urban trees.

neszils of landscape professionals,
Take Advanfage of Group Buying Power

Potential For Future Dividends

All Ies conerage aapabidnties including:
* Properby, General Liahility, & Umbrella
= Herbicide/ Pesticide Applicator Coverage

= Lirnited Job=ike Pollution

* Professional Desipn Coverage
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MEMBERSHIP HAs ITs BENEEITS.

MeoSweeney & Ricei and Acadin Insuranse have partnerad together to offer members
of the Massachusetts Associanion of Landscape Professionals, Ine, {MALP) {formerly
ALCKM) a compezhensive, cost-effective insurancs program tailored te the unique

By purchasing insurance as a group, you have the advantage of buying

power and competitive pricing not available throush individwal programs,

A future group dividend for qualifying members will be considened based
upon premivm volume and favorable loss experience of the group,

+ Planket Additional Insuoed When Beguined by Contract

* [ncidental {perations for Snow I-‘!r.'t'h;inpi & ‘Tree Service

For more specifics on a program that supports
the growth of your landscaping business,
Insurancs ADBRcY. Inc.  contact us today at 1-Boo-843-6143.

Acadia Insurance:
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The Best Plans Deserve

The Best Plants.

Nurseries

HOPKINTORN EST. 1923

Unearth the Possibilities

Commercial Sales
Frankland Road | BO. Box 186
Hupi-;inl‘::m, MA 01748
Phone: 508-293-8028 | Fax: 508-497-0743
Email: CommSales@WestonNurseries.com
wiww, WestonNurseries. com
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Calendar of Events

August 4, 2009

RINLA Golf Tournament

7:00 AM

To Benefit Kenneth Lagerquist —
RINLA Horticultural Scholarship

Laurel Lane Country Club

West Kingston, RI

www.rinla.org

August 7, 2009
NOFA Organic Lawn & Turf Course
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

UMass Ambherst
www.organiclandcare.net

August 26, 2009

UMass Extension Weed Identification Workshop
Grassy Weeds: An In-Depth Look

9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

UMass Ambherst

eweeks@umext.umass.edu

September 22, 2009

MLP Dinner Meeting

5:00 PM

How to Communicate the Value of Being Green
to your Customers*

Ken’s Steak House, Framingham, MA

www.MLP-MCLP.org
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October 20, 2009

MLP Water Wise Seminar

1:00 PM - 4:00 PM

The Latest Technology, Equipment &
Best Practices for Water Conservation*®

MHS Elm Bank, Wellesley, MA

www.MLP-MCLP.org

October 20, 2009

MLP Dinner Meeting

5:00 PM

Weed Control

With Randy Prostak, UMass

Ken’s Steak House, Framingham, MA
www.MLP-MCLP.org

November 5, 2009

MCLP Examination

8:30 AM

MHS Elm Bank, Wellesley, MA
www.MLP-MCLP.org

November 10, 2009

MLP Water Wise Seminar

1:00 PM - 4:00 PM

Staying Ahead of the EPA: The Best Options for
Large-Scale Water Management™

MHS Elm Bank, Wellesley, MA

www.MLP-MCLP.org

November 10, 2009

MLP Annual Meeting & Dinner Meeting
5:00 PM

Snow Strategies for Tough Times*
Ken’s Steak House, Framingham, MA
www.MLP-MCLP.org

February 3-5, 2010

New England Grows

Boston Convention & Exhibition Center
Boston, MA
www.NewEnglandGrows.org

* Subject to change.

All MLP educational events are approved for MCLP
recertification credit, and online registration is avail-
able a few weeks prior to the event.

: :n.HHusi!B
A 603.435.6660
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Ready and Waiting.

Check out the Pick-Up Yard at Pleasant View

Wie're now apen and ready to help make this your best season ever! Stop in at the Pick-Up Yard
at Pleasant View to restock a popular plant selection or to select a new variety you'd ke oy,
Our new 12,000 square foot gresnhoesa s stocked and ready — drive away with just what

you nesd Trom our wide selection of ready-10-sa4 color,

Bring in ths ad and you'll gat 10% off of your first order at The Yard, located just off Route 106,
Call ahaad to place your arder, or just swing by and sae everything we have to offar -

ne apantment necassary. _
Stop in, the coffee's on us!

Manday—Friday: T am-4pm
Saturday- T am-Noan

For mara inlormation:

830 M. Pambroke Road, Pambroka NH 03275-3818
603-227-905C phone and fax

yardsalesEipw ey com

You Asked. We Listened.

PROVEMN
WINMERSY
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